
Championing Sexual Purity in an age of Pornography 

What can the Church do? 



The Church has always tacked the idols of the day  - Acts 19
23About that time there arose a great disturbance about the Way.24A silversmith named 
Demetrius, who made silver shrines of Artemis, brought in a lot of business for the craftsmen 
there. 25(Å ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒȟ ÁÌÏÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒËÅÒÓ ÉÎ ÒÅÌÁÔÅÄ ÔÒÁÄÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÉÄȡ Ȱ9ÏÕ ËÎÏ×ȟ ÍÙ 
friends, that we receive a good income from this business. 26And you see and hear how this fellow 
Paul has convinced and led astray large numbers of people here in Ephesusand in practically the 
whole province of Asia.He says that gods made by human hands are no gods at all.27There is 
danger not only that our trade will lose its good name, but also that the temple of the great 
goddess Artemis will be discredited; and the goddess herself, who is worshiped throughout the 
province of Asia and the world, will be robbed of her divine majestyȢȱ

287ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅÙ ÈÅÁÒÄ ÔÈÉÓȟ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÆÕÒÉÏÕÓ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÇÁÎ ÓÈÏÕÔÉÎÇȡ Ȱ'ÒÅÁÔ ÉÓ !ÒÔÅÍÉÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
%ÐÈÅÓÉÁÎÓȦȱ29Soon the whole city was in an uproar. The people seized Gaiusand 
Aristarchus,0ÁÕÌȭÓ ÔÒÁÖÅÌÉÎÇ ÃÏÍÐÁÎÉÏÎÓ ÆÒÏÍ -ÁÃÅÄÏÎÉÁȟand all of them rushed into the theater
together. 30Paul wanted to appear before the crowd, but the discipleswould not let him.31Even 
some of the officials of the province, friends of Paul, sent him a message begging him not to 
venture into the theater. 32The assembly was in confusion: Some were shouting one thing, some 
another. Most of the people did not even know why they were there. 33The Jews in the crowd 
pushed Alexander to the front, and they shouted instructions to him. He motionedfor silence in 
order to make a defensebefore the people.34But when they realized he was a Jew, they all shouted 
ÉÎ ÕÎÉÓÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÁÂÏÕÔ Ô×Ï ÈÏÕÒÓȡ Ȱ'ÒÅÁÔ ÉÓ !ÒÔÅÍÉÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ %ÐÈÅÓÉÁÎÓȦȱ



Consequences of challenging the idols

1. The suppliers /drug 
dealers ɀwill react 
badly. 

2. The drug users ɀmost 
will not give up ɀand 
those that do ɀthere 
will be a lengthy 
struggle. 

3. When the idol has 
been deposed or the 
drug taken away - the 
void must be filled 
quickly. Only the 
Church has the 
answer.  



For many years, the idol of choice was alcohol



The Methodists ɀJohn Wesley 1703 to 1791



Temperance movement in the United Kingdom



Salvation Army ɀ1865 



Opposition Faced



Good News ɀalcohol consumption is on the decline



Fall in alcohol related crime 



However sex offending is going up 



Porn is the new Alcohol



How bad is the problem?

In 2014, the BarnaGroup conducted a pornography survey that found that 

- 79% of 18-30 year-old Christian men view porn monthly 

- 37% of Christian men view porn several times a week. 

- !ÐÒÉÌ ΨΦΧά 4ÉÍÅ ÍÁÇÁÚÉÎÅ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄȟ Ȱ4ÏÄÁÙ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ΧΦΦ ÍÉÌÌÉÏÎ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 5Ȣ3Ȣ ÖÉÓÉÔ ÁÄÕÌÔ ÓÉÔÅÓ 
ÍÏÎÔÈÌÙȢȱ



Prosecutions for child abuse images has doubled in 10 years



Porn addiction has serious consequences - Criminal Charges

Most common matters dealt with -
- Possession of indecent images of children. 
- Possession of extreme pornographic images. 
- Voyeurism ɀfilming women in private.
- Outraging public decency ɀusually up skirting and masturbating in public.
- Exposure. 
- Meeting a child following sexual grooming.
- Sexual assault ɀusually of children.



What can the church do? 

Present the cross - this is the 
ÏÎÌÙ ÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÍÁÎȭÓ 
problem. 

The cross made no 
compromise, modified 
nothing, spared nothing; it 
slew all of the man, 
completely and for good. It did 
not try to keep on good terms 
with its victim. It struck cruel 
and hard, and when it had 
finished its work, the man was 
no more. [Gallagher, Steve.]

I learned that we are all in the 
process of becoming in 
experience, who we already 
are in Christ by position. 
[Solomon, Charles]



What can the church do? 

ΧȢ $ÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÐÒÅÃÏÎÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÉÄÅÁÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÏ× ÌÏÖÅ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ
James 2 

2 My brothers and sisters, believers in our gloriousLord Jesus Christ must not show 
favouritism.2Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a 
poor man in filthy old clothes also comes in.3 If you show special attention to the man wearing fine 
ÃÌÏÔÈÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÙȟ Ȱ(ÅÒÅȭÓ Á ÇÏÏÄ ÓÅÁÔ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕȟȱ ÂÕÔ ÓÁÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÏÒ ÍÁÎȟ Ȱ9ÏÕ ÓÔÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÒÅȱ ÏÒ Ȱ3ÉÔ ÏÎ 
ÔÈÅ ÆÌÏÏÒ ÂÙ ÍÙ ÆÅÅÔȟȱ4 have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judgeswith evil 
thoughts?



What do sex offenders and porn addicts look like? 



Who they can be



What can the church do? 

2. RecogniseÈÏ× ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ×Å ËÎÏ×Ȣ %ÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÈÅÌÐȢ $ÏÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÊÕÄÇÍÅÎÔÁÌȢ 

James 1 v 19 
My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow 
to become angry. 

Porn is just the manifestation of the problem. 







4ÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎÓ ɀlack of self esteem ɀpride 



What can the church do? 

3. Address the root causes 

Revelation 2 v 6  -Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you had at first.

Where is our primary identity ?

The problem is that most people are living out of the wrong identityɂthe one shaped by being 
ȰÃÏÎÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÏÒÌÄȱ ÒÁÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÂÙ ÂÅÉÎÇ ȰÔÒÁÎÓÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÎÅ×ÉÎÇ ÏÆ ɍÔÈÅÉÒɎ ÍÉÎÄÓȱ 
(Rom. 12:2).

ȣȢÔÈÅ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÔÙ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÓÓÉÇÎÅÄ ÂÙ ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÅ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÂÕÉÌÔ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒÓÅÌÖÅÓȟ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÖÅ 
or negative, will have a great influence on the decisions we make and the way we relate to others.

ȣȢÔÈÅ ×ÁÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÒÏÓÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÓÕÒÒÅÃÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÔÈ #ÈÒÉÓÔȢ 4ÈÅ ÒÅÁÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÈÁÖÅ 
to take years and years after conversion. We may realize at the new birth that not only was he 
crucified for us but that we were crucified with him.

Solomon, Charles R





True Identity in Christ

We may think too much of ourselves or too little. In either case, it is an identity built on people 
(positive or negative), performance (good or bad), possessions (little or much), power (or lack 
thereof), and our past (good or bad). Such an identity is based on doing for ourselves, others, 
and God in our own strength. In other words, we are doing (or not doing) in order to be. 

The identity delineated in the Scriptures has nothing to do with the way we see ourselves in 
relation to others or what our behavior is or has been; it is an identity based on being in Christ 
and finding our life in him. Any performance involved is his performance at Calvary; on our part, 
it is being instead of doing. In other words, as we identify ourselves with the Lord Jesus 
Christ, we begin to live out of our new and true identity in him.

Solomon, Charles R 



Failure to engage in Spiritual Warfare
Ephesians 6 v 12 

For our struggle is 

not against flesh 

and blood, but 

against the rulers, 

against the 

authorities, against 

the powers of this 

dark world and 

against the spiritual 

forces of evil in the 

heavenly realms.



Giving Footholds to the enemy - On D-Day, the Allied forces landed on the beaches of Normandy. It 

was critical that they establish a beachhead, that is, a foothold on the beach that would allow them to 

set up a staging area to bring more men and equipment in for the battle. From that tiny foothold the 

Allied forces were able to push inland in an effort to liberate France

26Ȱ)Î ÙÏÕÒ ÁÎÇÅÒ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ 
ÓÉÎȱ[d]: Do not let the 
sun go down while you 
are still angry,27and do 
not give the devil a 
foothold.

Biggest foothold ɀ
unforgiveness

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+4&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29299d


They need to maintain the warfare

Jay Adams 

Counselors must recognize that too many Christians give up. They want the 
change too soon. What they really want is change without the daily struggle. 

Sometimes they give up when they are on the very threshold of success. 
They stop before receiving. It usually takes at least three weeks of proper daily 
effort for one to feel comfortable in performing a new practice. And it takes 
about three more weeks to make the practice part of oneself. 

Yet, many Christians do not continue even for three days. If they do not receive 
instant success, they get discouraged. They want what they want now, and if 
ÔÈÅÙ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ ÉÔ ÎÏ×ȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÑÕÉÔȣ 7Å ÈÁÖÅ ÓÅÅÎȟ ÔÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÂÒÅÁËÉÎÇ Á ÈÁÂÉÔ 
is a two-sided enterprise that requires regular, structured endurance in putting 
off and putting on. 

Dehabituationis more than that; it also involves rehabituation. When a 
counselee turns his back upon his old ways, at the same time he must turn to 
ÆÁÃÅ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÎÅ× ÏÎÅÓȢ





What stops us entering into the abundant life?  Fear - of losing the old identity in exchange 
for the new

During the wilderness 
period, we more or less 
coexist with Satan. He 
ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÂÏÔÈÅÒ ÕÓ ÖÅÒÙ ÍÕÃÈ 
because we are hardly worth 
his notice. Self is doing an 
excellent job of keeping 
things in a mess, so Satan 
ÊÕÓÔ ÓÉÔÓ ÂÁÃË ÁÎÄ ÓÁÙÓȟ Ȱ'Ï 
ÔÏ ÉÔȟ 3ÅÌÆȦȱ

Solomon, Charles



What can the church do? 

4. Make church a visual Oasis

1 Corinthians 6 v 9 
Be careful, however, that the exercise of your rights does not become a stumbling block to 
the weak.

)Ô ÉÓÎȭÔ ÊÕÓÔ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÏÎÌÉÎÅ ÐÏÒÎ ɀthe problem is a lot bigger than that.

2 main types of lust: 
1. Reactive. 
2. Proactive.  

ȣȢȢÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÓ ÍÅÎ ÍÕÓÔ ÆÁÃÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÓËÉÍÐÙ ÁÔÔÉÒÅ ÙÏÕÎÇ ÇÉÒÌÓ ×ÅÁÒȢ &ÁÓÈÉÏÎ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÅÒÓȟ ÌÉËÅ !ÂÅÒÃÒÏÍÂÉÅ Ǫ 
Fitch, compete with each other to market the sexiest lines of clothing to teens. What guy can go out in 
public during warm weather and not be accosted by navels, low-cut blouses, skin-tight jeans or mini-
skirts? Jaded young girls have come to understand that the more revealing their clothes, the more they 
will be noticed.







What can the church do? 

5. Offer the appropriate corporate help. 

Have hope ɀbecause Jesus is the answer 

Regular Church attendees are 26% less likely to look at Pornography.

- Offer the appropriate resources. 

- Put on good courses ɀFreedom in Christ 

- Sex offenders -$ÏÎȭÔ ÁÓË ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÉÎÓÉÄÅ ÆÏÒȢ 

- Be careful ɀif someone has sexual convictions: 
- Safeguarding officer should be notified. 
- Local PPU officer should be notified. 



There are great resources out there



What can the church do? 

6. Disciple someone ɀhelping individuals 

James 5 v 16 
Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so 
that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful 
and effective.






