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Thank you for your participation. 

When you have completed this survey, please email it to info@qca.org.uk, or post to:

Simon Watmough, Ipsos MORI House, 79-81 Borough Road, London, SE1 1FY.

QCA is managing this consultation, on behalf of the Department for Children, Schools and Families 
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Thank you for your interest in participating in the curriculum reform consultation. 
We will now ask you for some contact information and personal data (ethnicity, disability, belief etc) to meet our legal requirement to monitor equalities. 

We may use the information collected here to contact you:
· with further questions about the consultation  

· if we need to clarify your responses

· to tell you about the findings of the consultation 

· about similar consultation exercises in the future, and
· to give you information about other QCA activities such as conferences.
We will also use this information to check that the consultation is representative. 

This information will be kept strictly confidential. The analysis of responses will be carried out by an external organisation. This organisation must comply with the Data Protection Act in its handling of personal data and will only process personal data on instructions from QCA.

QCA is managing this consultation, on behalf of the Department for Children, Schools and Families 

Your name and contact details:
	First name: Andrea
Last name: Minichiello Williams

	Email address: info@ccfon.org

	 Postal address: P.O. Box 655, Haywards Heath, West Sussex

	 Postcode: RH16 9AT

	Phone no: Daytime  020 7467 5427

	 Phone no: Mobile  07712 591164


Who you represent:

In which capacity are you responding to this consultation? Please tick one box only: 
	Learner
	
	Governor
	

	Parent
	
	Local authority representative
	

	Teacher
	
	Employer 
	

	Headteacher
	
	Member of the wider education community
	

	Member of the wider school workforce
	
	
	

	Other X

	


If you are a teacher or headteacher, governor or member of the wider school workforce, what is the name and postcode of your school?

	School
	
	Postcode
	


If you are a local authority representative, what is the name of your
local authority?

	Local Authority
	


Are you responding to this consultation as an individual or as an organisation? Please tick one box only:
	As an individual
	
	As an organisation
	X
	If an organisation, approximately how many people are in the organisation?
	


If you are responding on behalf of an organisation, what is the name
of your organisation? 

	Christian Concern for our Nation (CCFON) is a policy and legal resource centre that identifies changes in policy and law that may affect the Judeo-Christian heritage of this nation. The team of lawyers and advisers at CCFON conduct research into, and campaign on, legislation and policy changes that may affect Christian Freedoms or the moral values of the UK. CCFON serves a mailing list of 25,000 supporters. http://www.ccfon.org
CCFON is linked to a sister and separate organisation, the Christian Legal Centre, which takes up cases affecting Christian freedoms. http://www.christianlegalcentre.com


Equality monitoring:

What is your gender? Please tick one box only:
	Female
	
	Male
	
	Prefer not to say
	


What is your ethnic origin? Please tick one box only:
	White
	Asian/Asian British

	White British
	
	Indian
	

	White Irish
	
	Pakistani
	

	Any other White background, write in
	
	Bangladeshi
	

	
	Chinese
	

	
	Any other Asian background, write in
	

	Mixed/multiple ethnic groups
	

	White and Black Caribbean
	
	

	White and Black African
	
	Black/Black British

	White and Asian
	
	African
	

	Any other Mixed background, write in
	
	Caribbean
	

	
	Any other Black background, write in
	

	
	
	

	Prefer not to say
	
	

	
	
	Other ethnic group

	
	
	Any other ethnic group, write in
	

	
	
	


Do you have a disability or longstanding illness? Please tick one box only:
	Yes
	
	No
	
	Prefer not to say
	


What is your religion? Please tick one box only:
	No religion
	
	
	

	Christian (including Church of England, Catholic, Protestant and all other Christian denominations)
	X
	
	

	Buddhist
	
	
	

	Hindu
	
	
	

	Jewish
	
	
	

	Muslim
	
	
	

	Sikh
	
	
	

	Any other religion
	
	Write in
	

	
	
	
	

	Prefer not to say
	
	
	


What is your sexual orientation? Please tick one box only:
	Bisexual
	
	Lesbian/Gay woman
	

	Homosexual/Gay man
	
	Heterosexual/straight
	

	
	
	
	

	Prefer not to say
	
	
	


Proposals to update the non-statutory guidance on religious education

This consultation, offers all those involved in education, including teachers, governors, faith/belief communities, parents, employers and young people the opportunity to comment on the proposed update to the religious education sections of the non-statutory guidance of Circular 1/94.
The feedback you provide will be used by the government to help shape the final guidance on religious education. 
The survey is nine questions long, across two sections and could take up to 15 minutes to complete, depending on how detailed your responses are. 
Before starting the questionnaire you may find it useful to read the draft non-statutory guidance on religious education. This document is available at www.qca.org.uk/curriculumconsultation, or can be obtained by calling the QCA Enquiry line on 020 7509 5556 or by emailing info@qca.org.uk.
If you have any queries about this consultation, or the questionnaire, please email info@qca.org.uk or call QCA's Enquiry line on 020 7509 5556.

Your personal information, and the data collected in this survey, will be treated in the strictest confidence. 
Thank you for your participation. 

When you have completed this survey, please email it to info@qca.org.uk, or post to:

Simon Watmough, Ipsos MORI House, 79-81 Borough Road, London, SE1 1FY.
QCA is managing this consultation, on behalf of the Department for Children, Schools and Families 
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Section 1: The importance of religious education (RE)
Section 2 of the guidance: Religious education – the legal framework is clear 
Please tick one box only:
	Strongly agree
	

	Tend to agree
	

	Tend to disagree
	

	Strongly disagree
	 X

	Not sure
	


Section 3 of the guidance: The importance of religious education is clear
Please tick one box only:
	Strongly agree
	

	Tend to agree
	

	Tend to disagree
	

	Strongly disagree
	 X

	Not sure
	


Section 4 of the guidance: The Non Statutory National Framework for religious education is clear
Please tick one box only:
	Strongly agree
	

	Tend to agree
	

	Tend to disagree
	

	Strongly disagree
	 X

	Not sure
	


If you would like, please give reasons for your responses given above

(please limit your answer to around 200 words)

Section 2: What you need to know

Section 5 of the guidance: What Standing Advisory Councils for Religious Education and local authorities need to know is clear 

Please tick one box only:

	Strongly agree
	

	Tend to agree
	

	Tend to disagree
	

	Strongly disagree
	 X

	Not sure
	


Section 6 of the guidance: What school governors and head teachers need to know is clear

Please tick one box only:

	Strongly agree
	

	Tend to agree
	

	Tend to disagree
	

	Strongly disagree
	 X

	Not sure
	


Section 7 of the guidance: What those who manage, plan, teach and support religious education need to know is clear

Please tick one box only:

	Strongly agree
	

	Tend to agree
	

	Tend to disagree
	

	Strongly disagree
	 X

	Not sure
	


Section 8 of the guidance: Information on parents' and pupils' entitlement is clear

Please tick one box only:

	Strongly agree
	

	Tend to agree
	

	Tend to disagree
	

	Strongly disagree
	 X

	Not sure
	


Section 9 of the guidance: The right of withdrawal is clear

Please tick one box only:

	Strongly agree
	

	Tend to agree
	

	Tend to disagree
	

	Strongly disagree
	 X

	Not sure
	


Overall, this guidance is likely to help partners to improve the quality of religious education in schools

Please tick one box only:

	Strongly agree
	

	Tend to agree
	

	Tend to disagree
	

	Strongly disagree
	 X

	Not sure
	


If you would like, please give reasons for your responses given above

(please limit your answer to around 200 words)

Thank you for your participation. 

When you have completed this survey, please email it to info@qca.org.uk, or post to:

Simon Watmough, Ipsos MORI House, 79-81 Borough Road, London, SE1 1FY
Endnotes

i http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/_doc/5670/310194%20R%20E%20and%20Collective%20Worship%20circular%201-94%20final.pdf 

ii http://www.qca.org.uk/libraryAssets/media/8222-DCSF-Religious_Ed_in_Eng-consultation-FINAL.pdf 

iii See: http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:61986J0263:EN:HTML and

http://europa.eu/abc/treaties/index_en.htm
iv http://www.opsi.gov.uk/Acts/acts1996/ukpga_19960056_en_1 

v http://www.cofe.anglican.org/news/pr6106.html 
vi SACRE means Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education ,see sections 390 to 396 of the Education Act 1996 http://www.opsi.gov.uk/Acts/acts1996/ukpga_19960056_en_1 

vii See page 25 http://www.qca.org.uk/libraryAssets/media/8222-DCSF-Religious_Ed_in_Eng-consultation-FINAL.pdf 

vii Not only in relation to the composition and membership of group A of the Committee-see page 22 and 23 but also because of its failure to  stress and mention that in the reconsideration of the RE syllabus the authority may only give effect to the recommendation if it appears to the local education authority that the syllabus or, as the case may be, the new syllabus, reflects the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian while taking account of the teaching and practices of the other principal religions represented in Great Britain, (Schedule 31 (10)(2) (b) of the Education Act 1996).

http://www.opsi.gov.uk/Acts/acts1996/ukpga_19960056_en_60#sch31 










(We have shortened our answer as far as we can without omitting relevant and important points)





The Religious Education existing or new syllabus is legally about “religion” and every agreed syllabus shall reflect the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian whilst taking account of the teaching and practices of the other principal religions represented in Great Britain (see section 375(3) Education Act 1996 and Schedule 31 (10) (2) (b) of the Education Act 1996). ivYet page 20 suggests 5 religions encountered in sufficient depth plus other religions ((and secular philosophies such as humanism) which is not part of the legal obligation). This leaves no time to place the main emphasis on Christianity as they are legally obliged to. 





Churches have called for higher compliance with  the legal obligations of collective worship which is broadly Christian in characterv as required in sections 385 and 386 of the Education Act 1996 and circular 1/94 guidance, yet this new guidance no longer even includes collective worship, just RE.  Instead there is a barely noticed note on page 46 to say the 1994 guidance remains “extant” and therefore in existence, regarding guidance on collective worship. This will wrongly result in this legal obligation being further overlooked, as it may be assumed the 1994 guidance has been superseded. 





As a result of this split, the guidance fails to stress the statutory duty of SACREvi to advise not just on religious education but on religious worship and incorrectly refers to membership as reflecting “representatives who reflect both the diversity of religions and beliefs”.vii Instead statute says SACRE group A should be a group of persons to represent such Christian denominations and other religions and denominations of such religions as, in the opinion of the authority, will appropriately reflect the principal religious traditions in the area (section 390(4) (a) Education Act 1996). Statute only mentions “religions” with an emphasis on Christianity not diversity or beliefs. The references to being as inclusive as possible, “diversity” and “beliefs” and the case study suggestion of a humanist representative on SACRE are therefore inappropriate. We believe that the advice in chapter 5 is in other ways flawed and misleading in its failure to emphasise relevant points.viii In summary, the new proposed guidance is not fit for its purpose of providing non-statutory guidance which is in harmony with relevant Education legislation compared to the 1994 guidance, which is and should remain “extant” and therefore in existence for both religious education and worship.





  (We have shortened our answer as far as we can without omitting relevant and important points)
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We strongly object to circular 1/94i being replaced. Page 3 of the proposed guidanceii and the overview refer to irrelevant changes to general legislation and educational changes on inclusion as being a rationale for update. Yet, the guidance provides no justification why any such changes are relevant to religious education. Page 4 incorrectly refers to the 2001 census as demonstrating “diversity” when it demonstrated the predominance of Christianity. We are not given nor are aware of any reason why the Human Rights Act 1998 should be relevant. The Race Relations Amendment Act 2000 is on unlawful discrimination on the grounds of race not religion. The Equality Act 2006 covers religion or belief in relation to the provision of goods and services. The case of Humbel (263/86)iii found that education is not a service. Section 50(2) of the Equality Act 2006 specifically excludes the content of the curriculum and worship, whether or not it forms part of the curriculum. The only relevant consideration here is the Education Acts.  Circular 1/94 harmonises with current Education legislation but this new guidance fails to do so. The guidance fails to make it clear RE is a locally agreed syllabus not a nationally determined one and that this guidance has non-statutory status. Like the circular 1/94 which should remain, the guidance should be about “religious” education not about religion “and belief”, “pluralism”, “diversity” or “community cohesion”. All the references to those latter areas should be removed and are irrelevant as a misinterpretation of Education legislation. The overview refers to this being about primary RE yet the guidance covers “RE post 14” as well.
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